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Sir Edward Carson had won his case; but long before judg-
ment was delivered his strength had given out.
His health, indeed, had long been precarious. An almost
life-long internal pain, which the doctors could neither explain
nor cure, prostrated him at intervals, intensified no doubt by
recent anxieties and fatigues. In January his physician had
ordered him to rest, and on the 8th February, 1916, it was
announced in the Press that he had been obliged to cancel
all engagements for the next few weeks.
A cold and snowy February kept the invalid in Town for a
while; but on the 8th March, 1916, the Carsons made a move
to Birchington. Carson's old friend, Charles Gill, K,C., had a
bungalow above the cliffs, and Mrs. Hubert Smiley, his daughter,
lent the Carsons her house near by. The weather was fine but
cold, as it usually is on the Isle of Thanet. " Edward seems
better already," Lady Carson wrote next day. " It's too odd,"
she noted in her Diary, " to see the barbed wire all along the
esplanade: there must be miles of it." On the 19th they " saw
many aeroplanes and a great many shots bursting round one
which turned out to be a German which was being chased by
ours. Mrs. Spender hurried off to Westgate but didn't get
quite up to the air ground in time to see Lieutenant Bone come
back after finishing off the enemy. There was great cheering.
The Huns dropped bombs on Ramsgate and Margate and killed
some people. We went down to the shore and saw two of our
seaplanes go up and one towed in that had fallen into the sea."
Not only these seaside diversions reminded Carson that he
could not escape from the war. He had urgent calls and letters
from friends about a new crisis developing in Parliament on
the still-vexed question of recruitment. The Unionist War
Committee was bickering in the absence of its leader. On the
13th March, Mrs. Churchill looked in on her way back from
Dover where she had bidden farewell to her husband, " Ap-
parently," Lady Carson noted, " he was quite decided to come
back and lead the Radical War Committee. Edward told her
Winston had made everything very difficult the way he dashes
off first on one thing then on another." On the 20th March,
Carson's good friend and staunch supporter, Ronald McNefll,
wrote him a long letter about troubles in the War Committee^